
SOLO VERSE SPEAKING
GENERAL OBJECTIVES

This Solo Verse Speaking syllabus seeks to offer candidates the opportunity to:
· develop the art of speaking verse 
· develop clear speech

· develop imagination and creativity

· increase self confidence

· promote self-enrichment

· stimulate research skills

· instil a love of poetry
· understand the diverse forms of poetry  
· specialise in the serious performance and art of verse speaking 

Poems:

All the set poems named in the Speech and Drama Syllabus can be found in:

· “The Oxford Book of Children’s Poetry” - Edited by Michael Harrison and Christopher Stuart-Clark 

·  “Poem for the Day One” - Edited by Nicholas Albery
Guidelines for Solo Verse Speaking candidates:

· All selections in these examinations must be spoken from memory
· Each grade must be prepared as a short recital 
· Candidates must therefore begin with a short introduction and link the pieces performed
· These examinations are designed for the specialist in verse speaking and must not be regarded as a soft option on account of there being no section involving questions or conversation
· Candidates must be at least 11 years old
LEVEL 1 – FOUNDATION
LEARNING OUTCOMES:

Candidates should:
· understand how to prepare work
· increase confidence

· demonstrate basic technical skills

· show a sense of rhythm

· demonstrate an ability to share mood and meaning
· demonstrate a sense of performance
GRADE 1  (10 Minutes)

Marks awarded at this grade include:

Speech


40 marks

Candidates should:
1. Perform a short poem of their own choice.

(30 marks)

2. Perform a contrasting poem of their own choice.

(Time limit 2 minutes)          




(30 marks)
GRADE 2  (10 minutes)
 Marks awarded at this grade include:

Speech


40 marks

Candidates should:  

1. Perform ONE of the following poems:   
     

There isn’t time              


Eleanor Farjeon
      

Children imagining a hospital     

U A Fanthorpe

      

The day that summer died           

Vernon Scannell    

      

Sea Fever                    


 John Masefield  









(30 marks)

2. Perform a short lyrical poem of their own choice.     
 (Time limit 2 minutes)      



 (30 marks) 

GRADE 3  Foundation Medal (10 minutes)    

Marks awarded at this grade include:

Speech


40 marks

Candidates should:  

1. Perform ONE of the following poems:  


Uphill




Christina Rosetti



Song of the Mischievous Dog   
Dylan Thomas



Holidays at Home


Elizabeth Jennings



Leisure  



W.  H.  Davies









(25 marks)
2. Perform a poem of their own choice on the theme of either:
· The Sea  or     

· People           



(Time limit 2 minutes)          


(25 marks) 
3. Perform another poem of their own choice. 


(Time limit 2 minutes)          


(25 marks)                 
LEVEL 2 – INTERMEDIATE
LEARNING OUTCOMES:

Candidates should:
· show a gradual maturing of artistry and technique 
· demonstrate a progression through longer, more complex material
· show a sense of performance and individuality
· demonstrate confident creative and imaginative skills
GRADE 4  (15 minutes)
 Marks awarded at this grade include:

Speech


25 marks

Candidates should:  

1. Perform ONE of the following poems:   
    
Tarantella         


Hilaire Belloc

      

 Anne and the Field mouse    
 Ian Seraillier
       

Home from Abroad   

 Laurie Lee

       

The Tyger         


 William Blake
 (25 marks)
2. Perform a sonnet written after 1950.                              


(25 marks)
3. Perform a short poem of their own choice.  

(Time limit 2 minutes.)         



 (25 marks) 
GRADE 5  (15 minutes)
Marks awarded at this grade include:

Speech


25 marks

Candidates should:  

1. Perform an extract of their own selection from ONE of the following: 
             
The Pied Piper of Hamelin  
   Robert Browning

             
The Lady of Shallott  

   Lord Tennyson  
             
The Rime of the Ancient Mariner      Samuel Taylor Coleridge 

    
                   
(Time limit 3 minutes)     



(25 marks)   
2. Perform a sonnet by John Donne or John Clare.          


(25  marks) 

3. Perform a short poem of their own choice         


(Time limit 2 minutes)            



(25 marks)               

LEVEL 3 – ADVANCED

LEARNING OUTCOMES:

Candidates should:
· present a programme of a standard suitable for public performance

· demonstrate through their choice of material depth of study

· present a programme that is interesting, stimulating and expressive

· perform work that is of high quality both technically and artistically
· present a well balanced programme with contrasting moods and styles

· demonstrate an ability to capture the interest of the audience throughout the programme

· present an introduction and linking material demonstrating the personality of the speaker
GRADE 6  Bronze Medal (15 minutes)
 Marks awarded at this grade include:

Speech


25 marks

Candidates should:  

1. Perform a poem by Robert Frost or John Keats.     

(Time limit 3 minutes)       



 (25 marks)
2. Perform a sonnet by a First World War poet.                                                      







(25 marks)
3.   Perform a poem of their own choice.          

(Time limit 3 minutes)                    


(25 marks)

GRADE 7  Silver Medal (15 minutes)  
Marks awarded at this grade include:

Speech


25 marks

Candidates should:  

1. Perform a poem by either W B Yeats or U A Fanthorpe.     

(Time limit 3 minutes)                    


(25 marks)
2. Perform a sonnet by William Wordsworth.  
                             
    




(25 marks)
3. Perform a poem of their own choice.    

(Time limit 3 minutes)                    


(25 marks)
GRADE 8  Gold Medal (20 minutes) 
Marks awarded at this grade include:

Speech


20 marks

Selection 1

20 marks

Selection 2

20 marks

Selection 3

20 marks

Selection 4

20 marks

Candidates should:  


Present a varied programme of their own choice to include: 

· 4 poems: 

· three poems being of a different period and 
· one sonnet

Time - including:

· introductions and 
· linking material 
must not exceed 15 minutes

