SPOKEN ENGLISH
GENERAL OBJECTIVES

This Spoken English syllabus seeks to offer candidates the opportunity to:

· increase self confidence

· improve vocal communication skills

· develop good listening skills

· develop clear speech

· develop clarity of thought

· share their ideas with ease and clarity
· receive constructive and encouraging feedback
Guidelines for Spoken English Candidates:

· These examinations are designed for candidates who wish to improve their confidence and vocal communication in a more general way but who do not wish to make a comprehensive study of Speech and Drama.

· The examinations are more relaxed and informal than the Interview Technique syllabus.

LEVEL 1 - FOUNDATION
LEARNING OUTCOMES:

Candidates should:

· gain confidence
· experience examination procedure
· attempt to speak clearly

· understand the importance of listening

· make themselves understood

· demonstrate a basic standard of communication 

· demonstrate a basic competency with prepared reading  
· show a basic conversational skill 

·  understand basic theory 

· demonstrate basic presentation skills 
· demonstrate the use of phrasing effectively
Marks awarded at this level:

Speech



20 marks

Communication


15 marks

GRADE 1  (10 minutes)
Candidates should:

1. Read at sight a passage of prose of their own choice.



(Time limit 2 minutes)  





(30 marks)

2. Converse with the examiner for a period of 5 minutes on:
· a subject of the Candidate’s own choice











(35 marks)

GRADE 2  (10 minutes)
Candidates should:

1. Read at sight a passage of prose or poetry.                                                  
(15 marks)
2. Bring a photograph, post-card or picture showing a place they have visited to the examination and to talk about it in such a way as to bring it to life for the examiner.        
(30 marks)
3. Discuss with the examiner:

· the means by which we can make our speech expressive and interesting








 








(20 marks)
GRADE 3  Foundation Medal (10 minutes)
Candidates should:

1. Read at sight a passage of prose or poetry.












(15 marks)
2. Talk about a book they have read. 
Candidates must demonstrate well thought out preparation, and be prepared to discuss the book in detail. 










(30 marks)
3. Discuss with the examiner:

· how and why it is necessary to make speech clear










(20 marks) 
LEVEL 2 – INTERMEDIATE
LEARNING OUTCOMES:

Candidates should

· demonstrate confident, clear communication  skills
· demonstrate fluency with prepared reading  
· demonstrate  maturing conversational skill 
· project thoughts clearly 

· demonstrate increased presentation skills 
· demonstrate the use of pause and phrasing effectively
· demonstrate an understanding of the artistry and technique of speech
Marks awarded at this level:

Speech



20 marks

Communication


10 marks

GRADE 4  (10 minutes)
Candidates should:
1. Read at sight a passage of prose and poetry.











(20 marks)
2. Talk about a television programme they have watched. Candidates must demonstrate well thought out preparation, and be prepared to discuss the programme in detail. 










(30 marks)
3. Discuss with the examiner: 
· effective communication 
·  its importance in our lives
       









(20 marks)

GRADE 5 (10 minutes)
Candidates should:

1. Read at sight a passage of prose and poetry.











(20 marks)
2. Talk about a film or play they have watched. 
Candidates must demonstrate well thought out preparation, and be prepared to discuss the film or play in detail. 










(30 marks)
3. Discuss with the examiner:

· effective ways in which we can make our speech, clear, vital, colourful and interesting
       









(20 marks)
LEVEL 3 - ADVANCED
LEARNING OUTCOMES:

Candidates should

· demonstrate confident, clear and lively communication  skills

· demonstrate fluent and interesting prepared reading of a high standard 
· demonstrate  expressive conversational skill 

· project thoughts clearly and make an impact on their listener
· demonstrate increased presentation skills 
· demonstrate the use of pause and phrasing effectively
· demonstrate an understanding of the artistry and technique of speech
· demonstrate a greater maturity of thought

· use lively and appropriate vocabulary 
· sustain a detailed discussion 
· be well prepared, lively and persuasive
· demonstrate an awareness of speech technique
· project their personality 

Marks awarded at this level:

Speech



20 marks

Communication


10 marks

GRADE 6 Bronze Medal (15 minutes)
Candidates should:

1. Read at sight a passage of prose and poetry.











(20 marks)
2. Talk about a specific, significant or interesting place 
(this could be a stately home, garden, geographical or historical location, etc.) they have visited.

They should aim to persuade the examiner to visit also. Candidates must describe this place in detail and be prepared to answer the examiner’s questions. 










(30 marks)
3. Discuss with the examiner:

· ways in which we can make our speech persuasive
· situations in which this could be used effectively
       









(20 marks)

GRADE 7 Silver Medal (15 minutes)
Candidates should:

1. Read at sight a passage of prose and poetry.



    






 

(20 marks)
2.  Talk for 5 minutes about the career they wish to follow.


(30 marks)
3.  Discuss with the examiner:
· points arising from the talk
· the ways in which effective vocal communication can help in their chosen career and in the work environment generally

(20 marks)

GRADE 8 Gold Medal (15 minutes)
Candidates should:

1. Read at sight a passage of prose and poetry.












(20 marks)
2. Present:

· an appeal on behalf of a favourite cause         OR 
· give a convincing argument to further an idea.


       (Time limit 4 minutes)

(30 marks)
3. Discuss with the examiner:
· points arising from the talk
· all aspects of colourful, vital and persuasive speaking.






(20 marks)


